Introduction: Understanding the normal anatomy and physiology of the velopharyngeal mechanism is the first step in providing appropriate diagnosis and treatment for children born with cleft lip and palate. The function of the velopharyngeal mechanism is to create a tight seal between the velum and pharyngeal walls to separate the oral and nasal cavities for various purposes, including speech. Objective of the review: To study the anatomy of velopharyngeal valve and its dysfunction Summary: The velopharyngeal valve is very important for normal speech production. This valve is made up of the following structures: Velum (also called soft palate) Lateral pharyngeal walls -the side walls of the throat Posterior pharyngeal wall -the back wall of the throat Conclusion: Understanding the anatomy of velopharyngeal valve is important to know various types of dysfunction
Introduction
Anatomy: The velopharyngeal valve is that valve separating the oropharynx and the nasopharynx. It is bounded anteriorly by the velum, laterally and posteriorly by the lateral and posterior pharyngeal walls(figure 1). The velum is a fibromuscular organ that is attached anteriorly to the hard palate, laterally to the lateral walls of the pharynx and palatal arches; posteriorly it extends into a free edge and in the midline is prolonged into the uvula (Hirshberg, 1986).
Figure 1.velopharyngeal valve. After Satoh et al., 2005
The palate comprises the rigid bony hard palate anteriorly and the mobile muscular soft plate (velum) posteriorly. The hard palate is a bony structure that separates the oral cavity from the nasal cavity. The outer portion of the hard palate is called the alveolar ridge. The hard palate is made up of fused bony segments that are separated by the incisive foramen (Kummer, 2014). In some individuals, palatine torus (prominent longitudinal ridge on the oral surface of the hard palate in the area of the median suture line)(figure 2) can become bigger with age. This finding is a normal variation, rather than an abnormality most commonly seen in Caucasians of northern European descent, Native Americans, or Eskimos. It tends to occur more in the females than in the males (Garcia, et. al., 2010). 
Velopharyngeal Motor and Sensory Innervation:
Motor innervation for the muscles that contribute to velopharyngeal closure comes from the pharyngeal plexus .The pharyngeal plexus is a network of nerves that lies along the posterior wall of the pharynx and consists of the pharyngeal branches of the glossopharyngeal nerve (CN IX), the vagus nerve (CN X)through cranial part of accessory nerve and sympathetic thoracicplexus. 
